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The Historical Inheritance and Contemporary Evolution of the Spring Festival in Beijing

Zhang Bo

Abstract: As the capital of successive muti—ethnic regimes from the Liao to the Qing dynasties, Beijing witnessed
the integration of the Spring Festival customs—adopted by Khitan, Jurchen, Mongol, and Manchu regimes—with
ethnic traditions. This fusion transformed the Spring Festival into a crucial carrier for upholding political legitimacy and
cultural identity, gradually shaping a distinctive festive heritage. Since modern times, the festival underwent modern
adjustments amid calendar reforms, expansion of public space, and custom innovations, reflecting the interplay
between tradition and modernity. Since 1949, guided by national cultural policies, institutional safeguards such as
statutory holidays, intangible cultural heritage protection and innovative practices like revitalized temple fairs, have
driven its sustainable development. Recent emerging customs, such as “celebrating the New Year in museums”, online
greetings, and cinema visits, demonstrate its the festival’ s ability to adapt to modern life while preserving cultural
essence. The Spring Festival s vitality lies in official-civilian co-construction. Its evolution not only mirrors China’ s
social and cultural transformations but also offers the “Beijing Experience” for the innovative development of traditional
festivals in modernization.

Key words: the Spring Festival in Beijing; inheritance ; contemporary evolution; cultural identity; public space
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