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The Exemplary Significance of Studying the Political System of the Song Dynasty
Cao Jiaqi

Abstract: In historical research, adopting a specific perspective is crucial to understanding and discussing the
past. For Chinese history, institutions play a central role, both as an indispensable element and a key to
understanding traditional Chinese culture. Therefore, traditional Chinese political systems have prominent perspective
significance for the study of Chinese history. The Song Dynasty stands out not only for its great changes and progress
of social economy and culture, but also for its political system, which has exemplary significance for understanding
and recognizing the entire Chinese political system. In the context of the evolution of China’s political system, the
Song Dynasty marks the end of the “Northern Dynasties, Sui, Tang and Song” system. During this period, the ideal
system of checks and balances of the three departments, a central administrative system was revived and eventually
faded. Its evolution and outcome can serve as an important basis for reflecting on traditional Chinese politics and
culture. The separation of powers and checks and balances in the political system of the Song Dynasty were not only
manifested in the restraints on authority, but also in the differentiation and blending of official categories. As a result,
a series of political effects that were praised by later generations emerged. Therefore, the practice of the political
system of the Song Dynasty, which lasted for more than three hundred years, can also serve as an example for
observing and evaluating the entire traditional Chinese political system. Moreover, studying the political system of the
Song Dynasty highlights its idealized value pursuit. This reflects the value of the institutional practice and the value it
embodies under the “civil governance” trend of the Song Dynasty.

Key words: the Song Dynasty; political system; exemplary significance; terminal meaning
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