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The Two—Dimensional Cultural Narrative of Truth and Goodness and Its Genesis
in the Pre-Qin Period

Zhao Hui

Abstract: In primitive society, human survival depended on nature while also facing inter—tribal conflicts. This
highlighted the crucial value of both nature and the achievements of tribal leaders in expanding living space, giving
rise to primitive religious worship of nature and heroes. During the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties, although human
survival still relied on the natural economy, the virtue of rulers and moral education became increasingly prominent for
the survival of the state. Nature and moral virtue thus evolved into two ultimate concerns for human existence. Through
historical cultural memory and the experience of new social life, they were elevated into a worldview characterized by
“heaven and man united as one” with both natural and personal significance. This process led to the evolution of the
“Six Classics, ” which embody practical rationality in the physical realm and the ultimate principles of truth and
goodness on the metaphysical level, thereby forming the two-dimensional cultural narrative structure of truth and
goodness. Drawing on “Six Classics” , the various pre—Qin philosophical schools, interpreted and developed different
aspects of their cultural ideas based on their respective social experiences and intellectual frameworks. They constructed
a grand, two—dimensional cultural narrative discourse system encompassing politics, philosophy, history, ethics,
literature, arts, agronomy, and medicine, thus establishing the paradigm of the two—dimensional cultural narrative of
truth and goodness in ancient China.

Key words: the Pre—Qin period; two—dimensionality of truth and goodness; cultural philosophy; genealogy
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