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A Study of Historical Facts on Sino—Western Communications as Recorded
in the Xuanquanzhi Han Slips

Zhang Junmin

Abstract: The Xuanquanzhi is the only relay station site along the Silk Road that has been archaeologically
excavated and yielded a vast quantity of written records. Its daily operations and management reflect the flourishing
east—west communications during the Han Dynasty, offering a model of ethnic interaction, exchange, and integration
in ancient China. The Xuanquanzhi Han Slips, distinguished by their unique provenance at a strategic node and
exceptionally detailed archival documentation, have significantly advanced scholarly understanding of Sino—Western
communications history in the Han Dynasty. Their value manifests in three interrelated dimensions: first, the slips
precisely situate the Xuanquanzhi as a key hub on the eastern section of the Silk Road, mapping a hierarchical postal
network that radiated from it and revealing the institutional foundations of the Han dynasty’s transport arteries. Second,
they vividly reconstruct the diverse populations that converged at this node and their interactive dynamics, showcasing
the complex social fabric and governance logic of ethnic exchanges and integration. Finally, the posthouse’s operational
archives provide a microscopic view of the daily practices and institutional frameworks that sustained east—west
transportation, while also reflecting the significant contributions made by the the frontier prefectures to the development
of communication between China and the West.

Key words: Xuanquanzhi Han Slips; Sino—Western communications; the Silk Road; ethnic interactions; postal
relay system
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