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The Monthly Ordinance and Full Coverage of Special Social Welfare
in the Qin and Han Dynasties

Feng Wenwen

Abstract: The special social welfare policies in the Qin and Han Dynasties were characterized by adherence to
seasonal rhythms. Deeply influenced by the classification thinking, which correlates political affairs with the natural
chronological order in the seasonal and monthly ordinances, these policies established correspondences between seasons
and specific social groups. This is reflected in the regular time arrangement of measures such as raising children and
caring for orphans in spring and providing for the elderly in autumn. On the one hand, this time-bound approach to
governance promotes the institutionalization of relevant policies, which is conducive to the formation of a lasting and
stable tradition of governance; on the other hand, it may also make social welfare ritualized due to time-fixation,
which limits its administrative flexibility to a certain extent. The monthly ordinance profoundly influenced the emphasis
and implementation of welfare policies in particular seasons in the Qin and Han Dynasties, reinforcing a shared
temporal rhythm and political and cultural order of the whole society.

Key words: monthly order; the Qin and Han Dynasties; special group; child welfare; elderly care
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