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Nurturing Customs and Achieving Good Governance: On Cheng Yi’s Educational Ethics and
Its Significance in Ideological History

Guo Jingdong

Abstract: On the basis of inheriting the Pre—Qin Confucian educational thought, Cheng Yi examined human
nature from the perspective of Li and Qi. In the discourse that human nature is Li, he demonstrated the possibility
and necessity of education in virtue cultivation, expounded his own suggestions on the education in the Song Dynasty,
and developed a set of systematic educational ethics. In terms of educational philosophy, he advocated that schools
should teach students enlightened understanding and practical application, and foster the worldly thought of scholars
and students on the basis of cultivating their virtue. In terms of system construction, he advocated the establishment of
an integrated educational institution from the central government to the grass—roots level, and the appointment of
teachers and administrators with both morality and talent. In practice, he believed that the ruling group, especially the
monarch, should respect teachers and promote education, while scholars and officials should also give full play to
their political initiative and consciously shoulder the responsibility of educating the local populace. Cheng Yi’s thought
of educational ethics shaped the moral foundation of Neo Confucianism pedagogy and laid a system for Neo
Confucianism to think and discuss educational problems.

Keywords: Cheng Yi; natural law; educational ethics
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